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Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes
October 19, 2005

Trenton School District Building Auditorium

Present: 
Patrice Coleman-Boatwright, Debra D’Archangelo, Joyce Kersey, Yolanda Leon, Eugene Marsh, Nina Melker, Jayne O’Connor, Pamela Pruitt, Christine Ritter, Valerie Rushmore, Robin Smith   

Proxy: Josephine DiRienzo, Eleanor Horne, Peter Martin, Marty Millner, Michele Siekerka, 
Also Present: 

Zachary Chester, Valarie French, Patricia Rhoden

Absent: 
 Dennis Dooley, Ken Faulkner, Kevin Wiley, James Lytle, Ellen Mushinski, Kimberly Stever,

The meeting was called to order at 12:15 P.M. by Pamela Pruitt, President, Trenton Public Education Foundation (TPEF).

I. Approval of  Minutes

   
     
 Minutes of June 13, 2005

     
 Minutes of August 17, 2005 

II. Committee Reports

 

A. Committee Chairs Report
The individual committees will begin to move forward with implementing their strategic plans and draft purpose statements that define the role of their committee. The committee chairs committed to meeting the first Friday of each quarter. 
B. Executive Committee Report-Pamela Pruitt

Pamela Pruitt  met with the principals and vice principals from the Trenton School District to fact find and plans to meet until the end of October 2005. Pamela will resume meetings in January of 2006. 

C.  Finance Committee Report-Pamela Pruitt for Peter Martin
· The 990 and the NJ Charities Registration "Tax Return" are filed for the year ending June 15, 2005. 

· Three quotes were solicited for D & O Insurance. All quotes were relatively the same. The broker selected was the person who was the most responsive to Peter Martin’s questions. The application is awaiting final board approval. 

· Received $10,000 Merrill Lynch unrestricted contribution.
C. Governance/Nominating Committee
No Report

D. Development Committee

No Report

E. Marketing/PR Committee- Valerie Rushmore
The Marketing/PR Committee met 9/29 and 10/14 to begin to look at how they will brand and position TPEF and how they will develop strategies for each project supported by TPEF. The committee will develop a marketing plan to present to the board. 

F. Program Committee – Christine Ritter
1. BASE Committee – On Indefinite Hold 

2. Daylight/Twilight School- No Report

3. Trenton Youth Communications Partnership- No Report
4. Central NJ Education Partnership- No Report

5. “Resurrect the Pride of TCHS”-  No Report

G. Parenting Committee- Yolanda Leon
The Parenting Committee plans to attend the Parent Teacher Organizations (PTO)/Parent Teacher Associations (PTA) meetings to provide awareness of TPEF and has begun working on outreach to parents in the community. Parents are not showing interest so Yolanda may join Pamela Pruitt as she goes to schools to get information on the PTOs.
III. RECESS for “About Trenton Schools”

· Gloria J. Tunstall, Assistant Superintendent/Strategic Development, Trenton Public Schools, attended to discuss the Collaborative Assessment and Planning for Achievement (CAPA). CAPA is a partnership among the New Jersey Department of Education, school districts and local educators designed to empower schools and districts to go beyond current efforts to improve student achievement. The program strives to pinpoint obstacles to student achievement, identify needs and develop solutions to improve school performance.
· CAPA is a five-day process that targets low-performing Abbott schools and Title I schools identified for “corrective action” as defined under No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).
· During the CAPA visit, a team of seven to ten experienced educators, district and school staff, parents, representatives from higher education and the Department of Education staff conduct a review of the school using CAPA Core Indicators. 
· First three days, the team conducts interviews, performs classroom observations and gathers and analyzes data. A draft of the school report of findings and recommendations is discussed with district and school leadership staff. Based on this collaborative effort, an agreement is reached about the final report.
IV. Old Business 
A. 
Last Hour (Dollar) Scholarship Fundraiser- Peter Martin is still awaiting a few commitments from the fundraiser.
B. 
Board Insurance- Three quotes were solicited for D & O Insurance. All quotes were relatively the same. 
V. New Business
A. CHANGE Coalition- A concerned group of citizen and parents engaging the community in school improvement and engaging schools in community actions. Board Members are encouraged to attend the meetings.

B. Merrill Lynch- The Times of Trenton ran an article regarding Merrill Lynch’s donation of $10,000 to TPEF as an unrestricted contribution. 

C. Trenton Public Schools Annual Report-Dr. Lytle will distribute at a later date.
D. Trenton Public Schools Parent/Student Handbook- TPEF is listed on pages 1, 39 and 44 describing our partnership with the Trenton School District.

E. Mid-Atlantic Consortium of Educational Foundations (MACEF) is provided as a resource for local education foundations. The dues are $150 annually. 

VI. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 1:29 P.M. Next meeting is January 18, 2006 at 12 noon at the Trenton School District building auditorium located at 108 N. Clinton Avenue. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Robin Smith

Secretary
