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Board of Trustees Meeting

August 17, 2005

Trenton School District Building Auditorium

Present: 
Patrice Coleman-Boatwright, Josephine DiRienzo, Dennis Dooley, Ken Faulkner, Eleanor Horne, Yolanda Leon, James Lytle, Peter Martin, Nina Melker, Marty Millner, Ellen Mushinski, Pamela Pruitt, Valerie Rushmore, Michele Siekerka, Robin Smith

Also Present: 

Zachary Chester, Valarie French, Patricia Rhoden

Absent: 
Debra D’Archangelo, Joyce Kersey, Eugene Marsh, Christine Ritter, Kevin Wiley

New Members: 
Kimberly Stever, Jayne O’Connor

The meeting was called to order at 12:15 P.M. by Pamela Pruitt, President, Trenton Public Education Foundation (TPEF).

I. Approval of June 13, 2005 Minutes

There were no minutes to approve from the June 2005 meeting due to technical difficulty. Christine Ritter will prepare minutes by September 2005.

II. Executive Committee Report

No Report

III. Finance Committee Report-Peter Martin

TPEF  “seed” money and major contributions came from Commerce Bank, PSEG, Johnson and Bushnell, Education Testing Services (ETS), Bristol Meyer Squibb, Joseph Jingoli & Sons and Capital Health System. 

IV.
      RECESS for “About Trenton Schools”
· Mayor Douglas Palmer, Mayor of the City of Trenton, attended to discuss the current state of the Trenton School System. Facts focusing on the positive impact the Trenton school system is having on the lives of students in Trenton were cited. 

· Mayor Palmer has began to work with a group of concerned citizens and parents entitled “Change Coalition,” which will research, assess different Abbott districts and recommend “best practices” for Trenton schools to the Trenton Board of Education. The Change Coalition has 8 working groups which focus on different areas that impact the Trenton School System.

· Mayor Palmer also stated that Trenton School System will have a zero tolerance policy, which will include metal detectors and more security. Trenton School System received a $9 million grant to work on truancy for 3 years. 

V. Governance/Nominating Committee-Michele Siekerka

Rick Brenner resigned from the board effective, August 16, 2005. A motion was made by Michele Siekerka to pass Rick Brenner’s resignation, seconded by Pamela Pruitt to approve the resignation of Rick Brenner. 

Michele Siekerka discussed and put forth Kimberly Stever and Jayne O’Connor for a vote to become Trustees of the Board. 

Motioned by Michele Siekerka, seconded by Pamela Pruitt to approve Kimberly Stever and Jayne O’Connor’s nominations to the Board of Trustees.

VI. Development

No Report

VII. Marketing/Public Relations Committee

No Report

VIII. Programming Committee

Daylight Twilight -Kenneth Faulkner

The committee is waiting for a response on what will with the Daylight Twilight Facility. 

Trenton Youth Communications Partnership-Pamela Pruitt

The Trenton Youth Communications Partnership will take place for the 2005-2006 school year.

Central Mew Jersey Partnership-Christine Ritter

Christine Ritter, Program Committee Co-Chair, will take over attending the Central Mew Jersey Partnership meetings on the Board’s behalf. 

Resurrect the Pride-Martin Millner

No Report 

IX.
Parenting Committee-Yolanda Leon 

The Committee Chair plans to attend a Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) presidents monthly meeting at the school board. A survey to observe “what will make parents get involved” will be drafted.
X. Old Business

Last Hour “Dollar” Scholarship Fundraiser

Thomas Edison State College, Educational Testing Services (ETS), Joseph Jingoli & Sons and Capital Health System grant major contributions to TPEF’s fundraiser. Board members should prepare a solicitation list ahead of time for the next fundraiser. 

TPEF Board Retreat

A tagline, vision, mission and goals were drafted at the retreat. The plan of action is to work with the committee chairs to implement the goals into their plans for their committees. 

Certificate of Insurance

Peter Martin is currently looking into different types of insurance to see what we may need for the future. TPEF does possess a certificate of insurance, however, most things are covered by the school. 

XI. New Business

Newspaper Articles on TPEF

· Articles regarding the TPEF fundraiser in the Trentonian on June 20, 2005

· Articles regarding the TPEF fundraiser in the The Times on July 2, 2005. 

Future Executive Committee Meetings

Committee chairs will have a meeting in September in order to discuss implementation of the strategic plan.

XII. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 1:45pm. Next meeting October 19, 205 at 12 noon at the Trenton School District building auditorium located at 108 N. Clinton Avenue. 

Respectfully Submitted

Robin Smith

Secretary

